


they could choose a fireplace kit
from a wide variety available in
the Batchelder catalogs.

PLAYING FAVORITES

Of the four different patterns
selected for the Douglas duplexes
featuring Emest Batchelder’s
beloved Dutch scenes, castles. pea-
cocks and trees, Kingsbury says,
“Typically. this would have been the
choice of the contractor. He would
choose the motif that appealed to
him. or what Mr. Haines suggested.
Mr. Haines represented other tile
companies in Wichita, but Batch-
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elder was his favorite. He proba-
bly talked a lot of contractors into
using these tiles.”

Robert Winler, architectural
historian, A8 advisor and author
of the seminal book, Batchelder
Tilemaker, agrees, “Batchelder
was no businessman. but luckily
he had good promoters. He was
featured in showrooms in cities
across the country.”

For several decades. the Hat-
fields lived comfortably in the
duplexes until they left, one by
one. in 1964, with the last Hat-
field son, Toler, moving to Cali-

ABONVE, THE POPULAR PEACOCK MOTIF BELOW: “THE FIRE-

PLACE |5 & PERMANEMNT BUILT-IN FEATURE OF A ROOM SAID
ERMEST BATCHELDER "RUGE. WALL COVERINGS, DRAFERIES
AND FURNITURE MAY BE CHAMGED BUT THE FIREPLACE

REMAINS A SCURCE OF PERENNIAL SATISFACTION"




fornia, the duplexes became rental
properties. Conveniently located
along a bus route, the duplexes
were occupied by sales clerks,
retail store managers, oil field rig-
gers and clerical workers over the
years. Amazingly, the units—and
the fireplaces—remain in excellent
condition. Turnover has been very
low; it seems the residents truly
appreciate the rarity of such a
property on the rental market and
have aken good care of their sur-

BELOW LEFT, WHITE WOODWORK AND CHEERFUL YELLOW WALLS MAKE A
HALLVWAY OFF THE KITCHEN SEEM MORE OPEN. BELOW BOTTOM. VIEWY
FROM THE KITCHEN THROUGH THE BREAKFAST AREA AND DINING ROOM
TO THE SITTING AREA SHOWS THE ORIGINAL HARDWOOD FLOORS
BELOWY TORTHE CORIGINAL TILE AND TUB ARE FOUND IN THIS BATHRCOM,

roundings. Today. they are home to
four women who've become good
friends. sharing many an evening in
each other’s company on the pleas-
ant front porches or in front of the
fireplaces.

Aside from its warmth and
charm, one of the great appeals of
Batchelder tile was 1ts affordabil-
ity. Some of the 4" x 4" decorative
tiles were sold in the twenties for
ninety cents each. With a fireplace
and decoralive surround. builders

were able to add beauty and liva-
bility to very modest homes with-
out adding greatly 10 the expense.

Says Winter, “‘Batchelder Lile
was not expensive; that made hav-
ing a fireplace affordable, I think
i’s wonderful that people of mod-
est means could have a beautiful
fireplace. The hearth is the heart
of a home.” @&
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